


¨ At least 90 days of active duty
¨ Must have served at least ONE DAY during a declared 

state of war
¡ Veteran DID NOT have to see combat

¨ Preferred honorable discharge
¡ Veteran must have any discharge other than dishonorable

¨ Surviving spouse must have been married to veteran at 
the time of death
¡ Surviving spouse cannot remarry to remain eligible 

unless she remarried a Veteran.



War or Conflict Beginning and Ending 
Dates

World War II 12/7/1941 – 12/31/1946

Korean Conflict 06/27/1950 – 01/31/1955

Vietnam Era 2/28/1961 – 05/07/1975
8/15/1964 – 5/7/1975

Gulf War 8/2/1990 through a date to be set by 
law or Presidential Proclamation

Source: http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/pension/wartime.htm



Maximum Pension Rates (2020)

Surviving Spouse of a Veteran $14,742.00 Annually

Single Veteran $22,939.00 Annually

Married Veteran $27,195.00 Annually

Two Veterans Married to each 
other

$36,387.00 Annually

INCOME IS TAX-FREE
Source: www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/Rates/pen02.htm



DD214 DISCHARGE PAPERS
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
DEATH CERTIFICATE
SOCIAL SECURITY CURRENT STATEMENTS
PENSION STATEMENTS
DIVORCE DECREES IF MORE THAN ONE 
MARRIAGE



We offer simple solutions for your unique circumstances

Direct: 860-227-5955
¨ Fax: 866-352-1127
¨ james@jgadvanceplanning.com
¨ www.jgadvanceplanning.com

http://jgadvanceplanning.com

